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and women prepared to abide by the Law, we should have
a race of men and women stalwart and true.
"Remember that I really came to enjoy my married
life after I ceased to look at Ba sexually. I took the vow
of abstinence when I was in the prime of youth and health,,
when I was young enough to enjoy married life in the
accepted sense of the term. I saw in a flash that I was
born, as we all are, for a sacred mission. I did not know
this when I was married. But on coming to my senses I felt
that I must see that the marriage subserved the mission
for which I was born. Then indeed did I realize true
dharma. True happiness came into our lives only after
vow was taken. Ba, though she looks frail, has a fine
constitution and toils from morning until night. She would
never have done so, had she continued to be the object of
my lust.
" And yet I woke up late in the sense that I had lived
the married life for some years. You are lucky enough to
be aroused in good time. Circumstances, when I was
married, were as unpropitious as they could be. For you
they are as propitious as they could be. There was one
thing, though, that I possessed and that carried me
through. It was the armour of truth. That protected me and
saved me. Truth has been the very foundation of my life,
Brahmacharya and ahimsa were born later out of truth.
Whatever, therefore, you do, be true to yourselves and to
the world. Hide not your thoughts. If it is shameful to-
reveal them, it is more shameful to think them/'
Harijan, 24-4-'37